




NIGERIA 
 Arise, O compatriots 

Nigeria's call obey 
to serve our fatherland 

with love and strength and faith. 
The labour of our heroes past 

shall never be in vain, 
to serve with heart and might 
one nation bound in freedom 

Peace and unity. 

CANADA 
 O Canada! 

Our home and native land! 
True patriot love in all of us command. 
With glowing hearts we see thee rise, 

The True North strong and free! 
From far and wide, 

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 
God keep our land glorious and free! 

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 

National Anthem 
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6:30 – 7:00 PM 

DJ MUSIC Networking & Socialization 
  

7:00 – 7:20 PM 
Welcome Dance: 

Igbo Cultural Association of Saskatchewan 
Saskatoon Igbo Cultural Association 

Umunna Igbo of Manitoba 
Igbo Cultural Association of Edmonton 

  
7:20 – 7:30 PM 

Opening Prayers 
National Anthems of Nigeria and Canada 

  
7:30 – 7:40 PM 

Presentation and Breaking of Kola Nuts 
  

7:40 – 8:15 PM 
Welcome Address by ICAS President 

Naija Hip Dance 
Greetings from Friends of the Igbo Community 

Women’s Dance by Igbo Association of Saskatoon 
  

8:20 – 9:00 PM 
Dinner / Entertainment 

  
9:00 – 9:30 PM 

Iwa Ji (New Yam Festival) 
Ogene Enugu 
Fashion Show 

Performance by Umunna Igbo Cultural Association of Manitoba 
  

9:30 – 10:00PM 
Recognition and Awards 

Abiigbo Dance 
Ikpirikpe Ogu War Dance 

Masquerade Dance 
  

Vote of thanks 
  

10:00 PM 
Dance! Dance!! Dance!!! 

Programme of Event 
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Igbo kwenu! 
Rie nu! 
Nuo nu! 
Muo nu! 
Zuo nu! 
  
On behalf of the Igbo Cultural Association of 
Saskatchewan (ICAS), in my capacity as the 9th 
president of Ndi Igbo in Saskatchewan, I am 
pleased to welcome you all to the 2023 edition of 
our flagship event, the 10th bi-annual Igbo Day of 
Arts and Culture in the land of living skies. 
  
ICAS was founded in 2002 to promote a smooth 
integration of new immigrants into society, 
become a social support network for members 
and preserve the Igbo Nigerian-Canadian heritage 
through events, workshops, language and culture 
education. 
  
Every two years, we celebrate Igbo Day, dedicating 
the day to promoting awareness and use of the 
Igbo language, art, as well as honouring the Igbo 
Nigerian-Canadian cultural heritage in 
Saskatchewan.  
  
The theme of the 2023 Igbo Day, “Oganihu Asusu 
na Omenala Igbo (Preservation of the Igbo 
Language and Culture)”, helps to increase the 
awareness and use of the Igbo language, art and 
culture, as well as honour the contributions of the 
Nigerian-Canadian people of Igbo descent to the 
cultural, professional and economic development 
of Saskatchewan in particular and Canada as a 
whole. 
  

Message from 
ICAS PRESIDENT 
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In 2019, the Government of Saskatchewan and the City of Regina respectively 
issued the first proclamation in Canada, designating August 3, 2019 as Igbo 
Day of Arts and Culture. The 2021 edition was canceled due to the COVID 19 
pandemic. As life returns to normal, we appreciate that, this year, the two 
levels of government re-issued their proclamations designating August 5, 
2023 as Igbo Day of Arts and Culture. We are happy that you are all able to join 
us today as we celebrate our cultural heritage in Saskatchewan. We are 
grateful to Canada, the government and entire people of Saskatchewan for 
placing great value on diversity and multiculturalism. Nothing is more 
important to a people than being able to be themselves, practice their culture 
and language wherever they 
have found a home.  
  
Also, we appreciate the support from our major sponsors, including   the 
Multicultural Council of Saskatchewan (MCoS), La Cité universitaire 
francophone and SaskTel. We appreciate our friendship with various 
organizations represented here today, including the Yoruba Community 
Association of Regina, the Saskatoon Igbo Cultural Association, the Umunna 
Igbo Cultural Association of Manitoba, the Igbo Cultural Association of 
Edmonton, and many others. 
  
I thank the ICAS Council of Elders, ICAS Executive, Saskatoon Igbo Women, the 
youth and all volunteers for their hard work in putting this event together. 
  
Once again, I welcome all of you to this special day of celebration of culture. I 
hope you will fully enjoy the artistic displays, dance performances such as 
Abigbo, Igba Eze, Ogene, Ikpirikpe Ogu, Masquerade, beautiful costumes and 
delicious food.  
  
Above all, I hope that everyone will be inspired to learn more about one 
another. When diverse cultures cohabit with respect for one another, each one 
enriches itself as they learn from one another. My community is appreciative 
of your presence and support as we celebrate this day in Saskatchewan! 
  
Happy Igbo Day! 
  
Dr. Chidi Igwe 
ICAS President 
  
  
  

Message from ICAS PRESIDENT 
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Based in Regina, the Igbo Cultural Association of Saskatchewan (ICAS) was 
incorporated as a non-profit organisation in 2002 to build cultural bridges that 
enhance understanding between the Igbo people of Saskatchewan and other 
Canadian communities and cultures. 
  
With a population of more than 40 million predominantly in southeastern 
Nigeria, the Igbo are among Africa’s largest ethnic groups. As their population 
grew in Saskatchewan, ICAS was formed to bring people together, and provide a 
platform for intercultural dialogue within the Canadian Multiculturalism. 
  
ICAS collaborates with other African communities, First Nations and Métis, 
Chinese, Indian, Pakistanis, etc., to facilitate understanding, awareness, learning, 
practice and integration of new Canadian cultures in Saskatchewan. 
  
ICAS’s mandate is to promote and preserve the language and cultural heritage 
of the Igbo people of Saskatchewan. We fight racism and encourage 
intercultural dialogue, creating opportunities for the Afro-Saskatchewan 
community to work with other cultures, understand them and, most importantly, 
help them to understand us.  
  
  
  
  

ABOUT THE IGBO CULTURAL  
ASSOCIATION OF SASKATCHEWAN 
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.  
  
Through a series of cultural activities and events such as the Igbo Day of Arts 
and Culture, we create opportunities for people of different ethnic, racial and 
cultural backgrounds to work together, learn from one another, with the hope of 
building a more harmonious society.   
  
The association is a volunteer-driven organization. Full membership is open to 
all Igbo people living in the province. Other individuals and groups are admitted 
as associate members. The affairs of the association are administered by a 10-
member Executive Council drawn from the general membership through a 
general election. 
  
For more information, please scan the QR code or visit the link below: 
www.icassask.ca  
  
  
  
  

ABOUT THE IGBO CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF SASKATCHEWAN 
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Memories from Igbo Day 2019 
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The family of  
Dr. Chidi Igwe and Mrs. Lawretta Igwe 

congratulates ICAS on the occasion of Igbo 
Day of Arts and Culture in Saskatchewan. 

Happy Igbo Day everyone!

Goodwill  Message  
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I want to congratulate the Igbo Cultural Association of Saskatchewan and 
all Ndi Igbo in the province as you celebrate your cultural heritage in 

Canada. I am glad to join you in person this year on this special occasion 
of Igbo Day celebration on August 5, 2023. 

Our people say that “Ebe onye bi ka ọ na-awachi.” We are all proud of your 
hard work and immense contributions to diversity and all aspects of 

professional, political and economic life in Canada.  
Igbo Day 2023 is one of many opportunities for you to maintain the 

language and cultures of our people in Canada, teaching your children our 
mother tongue and way of life and ensuring that the Igbo language and 

identity can continue to be transferred from generation to generation. 
Congratulations and happy Igbo Day to everyone in Saskatchewan! 

Mr. Chinedu Hilary Onu 
Agu Na Eche Ibe ii of Ezimo Enugu State 

CEO, Ingrace Canada Farms Ltd

Goodwill  Message  
Ndị Igbo mma mma nụ! 
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Igbo Day of Arts and Culture – Program Message 

The Multicultural Council of Saskatchewan (MCoS) is pleased to extend our 
well-wishes to the Igbo Cultural Association of Saskatchewan as they 

celebrate the 2023 Igbo Day of Arts and Culture. MCoS also sends warm 
congratulations on the declaration by the Government of Saskatchewan, 

proclaiming August 5, 2023 as Igbo Day of Arts and Culture.  

MCoS is proud to support organizations such as ICAS. The theme for this 
year’s event is Oganihu Asusu na Omenala Igbo (Preservation of the Igbo 

Language and Culture). This year’s theme and event fulfills the Cultural 
Continuity stream of multicultural work. This stream empowers 

ethnocultural organizations, individuals and communities to retain, 
maintain and evolve distinct cultural practices and traditions in the 
Canadian context. In celebration of the Igbo Day of Arts and Culture, 

increased awareness of the use of the Igbo language, arts, and culture in 
Saskatchewan is being formed. We recognize that this event also honours 
the contributions of the Nigerian-Canadian people of Igbo descent to the 

cultural, professional, and economic development of Saskatchewan.  

The Igbo Cultural Association of Saskatchewa is at the forefront in 
preserving and promoting Igbo-Nigerian culture and fostering an 

environment in which community members and organizations can 
contribute to the cultural, economic, social, and political development of 
Saskatchewan. Congratulations on your efforts and commitment to this 

important work! 

Obi di MCoS uto ikwado Igbo Day! 
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The Family of  
Drs. Sylvester and Chinyere Ukabam 

congratulates ICAS on their Cultural Night 
and the recipients of honour on their 

achievements. 

Goodwill  Message  
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The family of  
Mr. Emmanuel and Mrs. Nelly Amadi 

congratulates ICAS on the occasion of Igbo 
Day of Arts and Culture in Saskatchewan. 

Happy Igbo Day everyone! 

Goodwill  Message  
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Goodwill  Message  

  
The family of  

Henry & Ifenyinwa Anumudu  
felicitate with our brothers and sisters on this remarkable day  
as we come together to celebrate our culture as ndi Igbo, a 

wonderful occasion to rejoice in the diversity and richness of  
our heritage. Being part of this special day makes us happy, 

 and we wish everyone the  
best and a lot of fun. 

 
Thank you.
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MCOS promoting diversity and 
multiculturalism in Saskatchewan






